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Orhomes should be uphdd as a goodexample for the Christians  His doubing shows tha he
cares abouthis spiritudity.O When | read this passage, | couldn® bdieve what | was reading.
Thebooktalked aboutthetwelve disciples of Jesusand ther persondities. Interestingly, | have
foundthe bookat a second hand storein Korea. Every time, a pastor would talk about Thomas, |
remembered the excerpt which | read over eightyears ago. As| advanced in my studies, |
realized that thisis a symptom of a bigge problem. This shows how people misinterpret the
Bible.

When | heard aboutPaul Tillich and his teachings | immediately remembered the bookthat |
read longago. | dondremember who wrote thebook or theexact title of it but| still remember
the author making doubtan essential part of faith. Then, | realized tha Paul Tillich@teachingis
still alive and well.

Tillich@bacdkground

In order to undestand Paul Tillich@teachings it is very important to first find out what
kind of backgroundhe had and what impacted this man to write such a controversial idea.

Paul Tillich was bom on Augug 20, 1886in Starzeddd, Germany. Hisfather was an
rthodoxCor ldOLutheran pastor. In his early years, his father taughthim the Biblical
Christian teachings However, his mother had areformed backgroundand overemphasized the
role of emotionin faith." Paul Tillich experienced different Christian views within his own
family. After his mothe@® death, Paul struggled because of his strict and conservative father.

According to Dynarrics of Doubt, Paul Tillich started to have real issues with his father3

! Arne Unhjem, Dynamics of Doubt, Philadelphia, PA: Fortress Press, 1966, p. 5.



con=ervatism.? He couldn®separate his authoritative father fromthe Biblical pastor. This
experience made Paul Tillich rebd agang conventiond Lutheran Chrigtianity.

When his father took a postionin Berlin, he started to be exposed to different religious
idess. He assodated himself with theradicals and Gypses who had different philosophies and
outiooks on life than thetypical middle class Germans Paul Tillich went to several universities
and was exposd to liberal theology and existentialism. The philosophe tha impacted him the
mogt was Schdling. Schdling® mixture of philosophyand theology is evident in Tillich@3
teachings®

Shortly after these years, World War | shatered his county. Because of hisduty to
Germany, he served as achgplain. Thetragedy of war and the brutality of human bengsmade
him didike thefinite aspect of life. Thisexperience definitely shgped the concentration of his
studies.

After thewar, hebecame a professor at different universitiesin Germany. Tillich taught
religion and philosophy. He redly enjoyed teaching and writing different books However, he
was disturbed by thefact tha Adolf Hitler andtheNazi party came to power. Tillich left to goto
America by theinvitation of Reinhold Niebuhr, who was teaching at the Union Seminary in New
York at tha time. This started Paul Tillich@ American experience.

The German philosophe taughtat the Union Seminary in New Y ork from 1933to 1955.
At thisingitution, hewas expod to liberalism and neo-orthodoxy. After his retirement from
Union, hetaughtat Harvard University and the University of Chicago. He impacted many

students from the U.S. and abroad with his philosophical theology. Tillich@ philosophical

2 |bid., p. 6.
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theology is fill alive and well in many pats of theworld. Andit continuesto have an impact
throughoutChristianity.
A brief overview of histeachingsand writings

Tillich is conddered to be afamoustheologian, some even called him a Qheologian®
theologian. However, when youread his works, it is evident that heis a philosophe at heart.
It is clear why many called him Ga professor of philosophical theology O Tillich did notquoe
many Bible passages but presented many of hisideas philosophically. They arelogical but nat
Biblical. Accordingto theWisconsn Lutheran Seminary Dogmetics notes, GPaul Tillich'sviews
onthe subject of faith are speculative and muddled thefruit of religiousphilosophyrather than
study of the Scriptures.3
Tillich@ definition of faith

Tillich used other terminology to definefaith; hesaid it was Crhe Ultimate Concern.® He

defined Orhe Ultimate ConcernOthis way:

Describing man® mog basic quest for meaning and, whether herealizesit or not,

thedegpest motivein al hisactions Only the holy can satisfy this quest and

motive, athoughman often attempts to elevate some object of his preliminay

concernsto thelevel of ultimate concern.”

According to him, a person ohtainsfaith when heor sheis only thinking abou the highe

thing--God. Godis aconaept that isbeyondouw imaginaion. When we start to describe God in
our human languaye, we are actudly making an idol and shackling God. Obvioudy, Tillich used

philosophyto undestand what faith really isandwho Godis. Accordingto Tillich, it does not

matter your creed or denominaiond boundaies aslongas you are concerned aboutthe Ultimate.

* Unhjem, Dynamics of Doubt, preface.

® Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary Senior Dogmatics Notes, p. 4.

® Paul Tillich, Dynamics of Faith,New York, NY: Harper & Row Publishers, 1957, p. 1 ff.
" Unhjem, Dynamics of Doubt, p. 119.



In hiswriting, Dynamics of Faith, he never onae emphasized faith in Jesus Based onwhat he
wrote, itisalogcal condusontha Paul Tillich probably looked at Jesusas finite. Accordingto
him, Orhe UltimateOcannotbe boundby human imaginaion. He does not come out and say this
butit isthelogical conduson tha can be madethroughhiswriting. Tillich denies the humanity
of Christ in his book:

The presuppostion of such literalism istha God isabeng, acting in time and

space, dwelling in a special place, affecting the course of events and being

affected by them like any other bengin theuniverse. Literalism deprives God of

his ultimacy and, religioudy spesking, of hismgjesty. It draws him down to the

level of that which is notultimate, thefinite and conditiond EF aith, if it takesits

symbolsliterally, becomesidolatroud®
How did thefaith begin and what isthe connection to the means of grace?

According to Tillich, faith beginswhen all finite thingsfail and man looksat thedesper
meaning of life. Does Tillich bdieve that faith comesimmediately? He clearly down playsthe
means of grace in his book.

Faith ismore than trug in authorities, althoughtrust is an element of faith. This
digtinctionisimportantin view of thefact that some earlier theologianstried to
provethe unconditiond authority of the Biblical writers by showing their
trugworthiness as witnesses. The Christian may believe the Biblical writers, but
notunonditiondly. He does not have faith in then. He should noteven have
faith in theBible.’
It is mentioned previoudy tha Tillich was exposed to neo-orthodoxy. Accordingto Professor
Armin Schudze@® paper:
[It beieves] tha Man can know everything he needsto know throughhisreason,

throughhisreligiousexperience. Infact, the Bible was called @ssentialy a
record of man@® past religiousexperience.’

8 Tillich, Dynamics of Faith, p. 52.

°Ibid., p. 32.

10 Armin Schuetze, Neo-OrthodoxyR The ONewO Threat to Our Christian Heritage [essay on-line]
(Mequon, WI: WLS Library, 14 November 2005); available from http://
www.wiswels.net/library/Essays/Authors/S/ SchuetzeN eoOrthodoxy/SchuetzeN eoOrthodoxy.htm; Internet,
p. 2.




Tillich totally denies thevalidity of the Scriptures:

So it iswith al the other qudities and with all theactions past, present and future,
which men attribute to God. They are symbols taken from our daily experience,
and notinformation aboutwha God did once upan atime or will do sometimein
thefuture. Faithisna thebdief in such stories, but it isthe acceptance of
symbols that express our ultimate conaern in terms of divineactions Another
group of symbols of faith are manifestationsof thedivinein thingsand events, in
personsand communities, in wordsand doauments. This whole realm of sacred
objectsis atreasure of symbols. Holy thingsare not holy in themselves, but they
point beyondthemselves to the source of al holiness, tha which is of ultimate
conaern.

Thiswha Tillich said aboutthe sacraments:
The presuppostion of this questioniis theinadequacy of thefiniteN even themogt
sacred piece of realityN to express wha is of ultimate concern. The human mind,
however, forgets thisinadequacy and identifies the sacred object with theultimate
itself. Thesacramental object istaken as holy initself. Itscharacter asthebearer
of theholy, painting beyonditself, disappearsin the act of faith. Theact of faith
isnolonger directed toward the ultimate itself, buttoward tha which represents
theultimate, thetree, thebook,the building, theperson. Thetrangparence of faith
islog.*?
The statement abovetotally denies thefact tha the sacraments are still valid without the
person@faith. A man@lack of faith does not make the sacramentsinvaid.
It isvery depressing tha Tillich never mentioned how the Word and the
Sacraments create faith in our hearts. He obvioudy bdieved in an immediate and
miraculousstart for faith. Tillich totally dismissed therole of God@Word in faith.
Types of faith
It isvery interesting that Tillich madedistinctionsin faith. Since, hedid notbdievein
theWord of God, it is puzzling where hefoundthese types. Accordingto Tillich, there are types

of faith. Thefirst oneistheontological type and the secondisthemoral type’® Wha was

™ Tillich, Dynamics of Faith, p. 48.
21pid., p. 60.
3 pid., p. 56.



Tillich talking about? While this may beadifficult questionto answer, it isvery crudal to
undestand what these types mean.

GDntological types of faith meanstha faith seesin a conarete piece of reality the ultimate
groundand meaning of al reality. No piece of redity is excluded from the possibility of
becoming a bearer of holy.3” Itisvery hard to understand exactly what Tillich wanted to say.
Was he approaching an object like Plato did, finding the Ultimate througha finite object?
Tillich@writings often look like such philosophical discussionsrather than theological ones.
What did he say about the other type of faith?

Orhemoral types of faith are characterized by theidea of thelaw. God isthe God who has given
thelaw as a gift and as a command. He can be approached only by those who obey thelaw.G®

It soundslike Tillich was dwelling in the Old Testament butit is very clear fromthefollowing
statement tha this type of faith is promoting work righteousess and universalism.

Thequestion of faith is not Moses or Jesus or Mohammed; the questionis: who

expresses mog adequaely ond3 ultimate concern? Theconflict between

religionsis notaconflict between forms of beief, butit isa conflict between

expressionsof our ultimate concernEA |l decisonsof faith are existential, not

theoretical, decisions™
Tillich was saying that it doesn®@matter what you bdieve, aslongas youbdievein the
Ultimate. Thisideamakes JesusOredemptive work cheap.

On top of these two types of faith, Tillich emphasized theimportance of doubt
He said tha in order to have faith, onemusd have doubss. Tillich saw doubingasa
pasitive thing for faith.

All thisis sharply expressed in therelation of faith and doubt If faithis

undestood as bdief tha somethingistrue doubtisincompatible with the act of
faith. If faith isundestoodas beng ultimately concerned, doubtis a necessary

¥ Tillich, Dynamics of Faith, p. 58.
2 1pid., p. 65.
18 1pid., p. 66.



elementinit. Itisaconsgquence of therisk of faithEE ven the most orthodox
theologian does not deny theright of methodobgical doubtin matters of
empirical inquiry or logical dedudion. A scientist who would say tha ascientific
theory that is beyonddoubtwould at that moment cease to be scientific. He may
bdieve tha thetheory can betruged for al practical pumposes. Withoutsuch
bdief notechnical application of atheory would be possible. One could attribute
to thiskind of bdief pragmatic certainly sufficient for action. Doubtin this case
points to the preliminary character of the undelying theory.'’

Tillich was praising people for having doubs. Hisideawas that this doubtwould hdp the
people to realize tha wha they bdieveis notrightand it motivates people to find thetruth or the
Ultimate. This aspect of Tillich@idea soundsa lot like Buddhsm in which a seeker findsthe
truth throughcongant meditation and struggle againg reality. It isvery hard to say Tillich@idea
was Christian.
What then isthe Biblical view of faith? What isthe definition of faith?
Faith is essentially
Trug and confidence
In Christ@G
Work of Atonament
Wha do they mean?
But that faith which jugtifiesis notmerely aknowledgeof history, [nat merely
this, that | know the stories of Christ@ birth, suffering, etc. (thet even the devil
know)] butit isto assent to the promise of God, in which, for Christ@ sake, the
remission of sinsand justification are freely offered *®
Faith is not only talking aboutthe head knowledgebut it is aboutsomeonetruging and
bdieving in Jesus Chrigt, who has forgiven thesinsof theworld. In theBible, onefindshow he/
sheissaved. (Believein theLord Jesus and youwill besavedN you and your housholdO(Acts

16:31).

7 1pid., p. 18-19.
18 Concordia Triglotta: Apology of the Augsburg Confession. Saint Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing
House, 1921, Art. IV. (I1), p. 135.



Truefaith knows the object of faith. The object of saving faith isthe Lord Jesus Christ.
Unlike Tillich, a Christian is very sure of what he'shebdieves. (fruefaith iscertain. Truefaith
is certain because itsQultimate concern has been met. Truefaith is certain because its content is
authoritative.3°
How do the Word of God and sacramentsfit into the Christian faith?

TheWord of Godisthe meansof grace, which produaes faith in our hearts.
CGConsquently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message s heard throughthe
word of ChristO(Romans 10:17). Thisis agreat passageto use to defend the Christian view of
the Word andfaith.

TheWord of God clearly shows tha the Scriptures have a pumpos in thelives of
Chrigtians All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and
training in righteousess, so tha the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good
work.O(2 Timothy 3:16-17).

What do the sacraments do?

Thefollowing passages talk about how baptism saves.

It is better, if it is God®@will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. For

Christ died for sinsonce for all, therighteousfor the unrighteous to bring you to

God. He was putto death in the bodybut made alive by the Spirit, through

whomalso hewent and preached to the spiritsin prison who disobeyed longago

when God waited paiently in the days of Noah while theark was being built. In it

only afew people, eightin al, were saved throughwater, and this water

symbolizes baptism that now saves you alsoN nottheremovad of dirt from the

bodybut the pledgeof agoodconsience toward God. It saves you by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ (1 Peter 3:17-21).

19 Jason Zahn, True Faith is Certain: A Critique of Tillich@® Assertions Regarding Faith[essay on-line]
(Mequon, WI: Theologia, accessed 9 November 2005); available from
http://www.wls.wels.net/Publications/Theologia/vol2no2/Z ahnTillich/ZahnTillich.htm; Internet,

p. 1.




How aboutthe Lord@ Suppe?

While they were eating, Jesustook bread, gave thanksand brokeit, and gaveit to
his disciples, saying, Orake and eat; thisis my body.O

Then hetook the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, rink fromit,
all of you. Thisis my blood of the covenant, which is poured outfor many for the
forgiveness of sins(Matthew 26:26-28).
The Lord® Suppe offerstheforgiveness of sins It isameansof grace. Throughthe
sacrament, ong3 faith is strengthened. The Scriptures clearly show that the Word of God

and the sacraments create and strengthen faith. Tillich@idess of symbols are notin the

Scriptures; they were ssimply his philosophical theories.
What doesthe Bible say about doubt?

The prime example of doubingis Thomasin the Bible. Orhen he said to Thomes, (Put
your finge here; see my hands Reach outyour hand and putit into my side Stop doubing and
beieve@®(John20:27). Accordingto Tillich, doult is an important part of faith but Jesus
rebuked Thomes for doubting. Hebrews 11:1-3 also confirm the Christian view of doubt ONow
faith is bang sure of wha we hopefor and certain of wha we donotsee. Thisiswhat the
andents were commended for. By faith we undestand that the universe was formed at God®
command, so tha what is seen was not made out of wha was visible.O Doubtis notapart of
faith. G5od does notindudedoubtto beapart of thefaith. Butit isaprodud of thesinful

naure tha wants to keep usfrom relying on God® promise. Doubt doesn®sugain faith.G°
The Formula of Conoord states this very paint:

We bdieve, teach, and confess also tha notwithganding thefact that many
weaknesses and defects cling to thetrue bdievers and truly regenerate, even to the

2 pid.,p.10.
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grave, still they must noton tha accountdoubteither ther righteoushess which
has been imputed to them by faith, or the salvation of ther souls, but must regard
it as certain that for Christ@ sake, according to the promise and (immovable)
Word of the holy Gospd, they have a graciousGod.#*

All of this hard scriptural evidence provestha Tillich@ teachingsare false.

Unfortunaely, many till hdd onto his teachingseven thoughhe passed away in 1965

The on going affect of Tillich@ view of faith
When Tillich was teaching at the Union Theological Seminary inthe 405 therewas a

Chinese student attending theinditution. His name is Ding Guangxun,also known as Bishop

Ding. Ding attended the Union Theological Seminary in 1947and 1948% He was exposd to

liberalism and neo-orthodoxy. Ding Guangxunreturned to his homeland in Chinaand later

became Charman of Three-Self Patriotic Movement Committee of Protestant Churches of China

and president of the China Christian Coundl. Basicaly, heisthehead of the Christian church,

also known as the Three Self Church, in China Ding did notforget wha helearned from oneof

his professors.

This campagn has been initiated and aggressively promoted in the past years by
Bishop Ding Guangxuntheleading spokesman of the Three-Self Patriotic
Movement. His central theme is thereplacement of thedodrine of judification
by faith with a new dodrine of judification by love (i.e. salvation by goodworks).
His argument: God islove, thoe who have lovebdongto God and will goto
heaven regardless of whether they bdieve in Christ or nat.”®

This quote soundsvery similar to wha Tillich said in his book:
Theimmediate expression of loveis action. Theologians have discussed the

guestion of howfaith canresult in action. Theanswer is: because it implieslove
and because the expression of loveis action. Themediating link between faith

2L Concordia Trigotta: Formula of Concord. Saint Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House, 1921, Epitome

1, 6, p. 793.
#China Vitae. Ding Guangxun [biography on-line] (People® Republic of China: China Vitae, 17

November 2005); available from http://www .chinavitae.com/biography_display.phpAd=759; Internet.
2 inyuan Li, Theological ConstructionN or Destruction? Streamwood, IL: Christian Life Press Inc., 2004,
foreword.
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and worksisloveEF aith implieslove, lovelivesin works: in this sense faith is
actud in works. Where there is ultimate concern there is the passionae desire to
actudize the content of one@ concern. GConaernGin its very definitionindudes
thedesire for action?*

What can we do to defend our faith?

Theanswer for thisquestionis very ssimple butit is very hard to carry out because of the
sinful naure livingin Christians Thebest way to defend the Chrigtian faith is with the Word of
God. TheWord of God encourages Christians The apogle Paul shows the best weapon of

defense agang fase teachers.

Findly, bestrongin theLord andin his mighty power. Put onthefull armor of
God so tha you can take your stand agang the devil@ schemes. For our struggle
isnotagang flesh and blood but agang therulers, agang the authorities,
agang the powers of thisdark world and agang the spiritud forces of evil in the
heavenly realms. Therefore putonthefull armor of God, so tha when theday of
evil comes, you may beable to stand your ground and after you have done
everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the bdt of truth budkled aroundyour
waist, with the breastplate of righteousiessin place, and with your feet fitted with
thereadiness tha comes fromthe gogd of peace. In additionto all this, take up
the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the
evil one Takethe hdmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which isthe
word of God. And pray in the Spirit on al occasionswith all kindsof prayers and
requests. With thisin mind, be alert and always keep on prayingfor al thesaints
(Ephesians 6:10-18).

Soli Deo Glorial

2 Tillich, Dynamics of Faith, p. 115-116.
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